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REBEL

SPECIAL THANKS TO UEW
WANNA JOIN OUR STAFF?
CALLs 362-1665

VAR
i NOTES, oo

8 4 Watch for RAR gigs ecoming up at

® the Turning Point and elsewhere. Also
o including a big outdoors event some-
m time this summer...

R

B8

FERIBUTORS Bl ¥Club gigs worth catehing...on June
Bl12, Mama Quila II at the FEdge. We
Dave G. James A. Clneed more feminist music like thisl
Mck J. Camelia Fln *June 19/20...TBA at the Edge. A
P new version of.a very interesting
Alan T. Alan R. [ band. . ; ks
Glen G, Bill M. b % The Place at the Turning Point...

B June 25/28, -

L. ¥The V-Necks at the Cabana Room
‘& (Spadina Hotel, don't ya know) :
B June 13-13...with films on the 1Ith

Mand sharing the bill with the Govern-

%m%'z‘ Ua:::
8 b s bk 52.,
¢ 72/ ssq &, .
ot chide

|ADDRESS -

gmem; on the 12th and 13th.
® %Iook out for an EBS single to be
gre_'leased 800N

B %Check the new Svace Invaders sin-
;gle available at finer record stores.

#In a band? Support the idea of RAR?
sGet in touch with us. We'll run list-
mings of your gigs in future issues of

#Rebel Music.
[ pan 5

ONLY #5%”\1;%%@@@ w RAR
 (inowdes e wailings of info ¢ fW\Uv\eS)
NAME :

1 WAl tvo 16

PHONE NO

RAR. PO BOX F#68I1 STATION A TORONTD

LoV oM 362~ 1665 for moe info.




Rock Against Racism is a cam—
naign sunvorted by Rock Fans

and Musicians alike. MWe want
Rebel Music, Street Music. ‘
Masic that breaks dovm neonle's
fear of one another., Crisis
Mugic. Yow Music. Music that
knows who the enemy is.”

T RB~—

Raciam in Toroato: fiutv

w‘ cops rsid the rshearsal soace
¥ of the Gavap Rhythm Drummners, &
: e 2t local reggae band. They nush them
"~ around, haul them down to the station,
: e and~then release them without exnlanation
or apology. Or there's the Metro Toronto
: Police Cowmmission, which resularly trashes re-—
ouests from comnunity and minority grouns for in-—
denendent .incuiries into comnlaints against the cons.
And then therels Irene Atkinson, former chairnersoin of
the Toronto Ochool Board, who believes that inmtellirence ig
deternined by genetic maceuv.

Ush. It sori of makes vou wani %0 nuke.

Or take the u Klux Flan.  Pleage., Glve them 510,000 of iHef«
ia wmonev and thev'll invade a country for wou. Let ther inko our
cchools and thev'll try to recrult more neovle scarad or stunid
cnou~h to believe their attacis on Hacks, Jews, fare and averynody
plee who isn't as twisted nas “heamrelves,

_ Zhinre could get worsac. 7o wans Lo make sure thev don'h.
Roct Arainct Racisn im a sroun of wock frns snd nueicians who want
to nee our music to brinsg wmeonle Logsther. e subt on duncer and
concorts whers meonle can hear good music, @nd find oul what 's han=-
nenineg in the fizht for eaunelitv. e want o breszk down barriers:
between neo~le from 4ifferent ramcial and ethnic backgrounds, hetwvaen
different tymes of msic.

: The idena isn't new. RAR wag founded in Britailn, when Wagd -
and racists started holding street demonstrations, Thousands of
nen-le heard the Clach, ®lvis Costello, the Tnecials and ofiavs

at RAR zigc. And the Mazis founl 1% 2 lot harder ©o snow

their fsces in nublice. In the Stabes too, there are :
RAR ch=nters in most big cities. 4 a
counle monthe. So far, ws've orzanized . ‘ l ‘e -
l “il ;!i |

Toronto RAR has been togepher for &
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Several successful Zigs, with , = m_-:n{
Ltocal rock and reggae bands, é,ﬂ“"'ft%

and sveakers from organizationsf'#

lll;e Committee for Racial Equ- Comumittee for Racial Equality

ality and the Riverdale Action P.0. Box 6468, Sution 'A", Toronto, Ontario, MSW 140 April 2, 1981

Committee Against Racism. We
have distributed pamphlets and
buttons at clubs and concerts.

And we're planning more events Rock Against Racism,
over the summer. Toroots: OmtagioN e

We need your help. If you want
literature or buttons, or if

you want to write for Rebel T ety Sl Mgainst Bacium,

Music, contact us. If you're Thank you for inviting the Committee for Racial Bquaiity
in a band, ggdlentttohplayfan tEons on the Blohly sescorsier eriai2et Raciem. And congratala-
RAR gi we ike to hear fron
T S T A SN et o seated SIIINS, SO LY Y hmpeess ooy
d 7 =i ; it aaaiels S Tosaceres T by Sroiaty
Sy rent ik e i i T B S T R |
school, or in vour neighbour- which to avaken Cansdians ans mebiiize focs vo oppose the isjes- I
Hood, we may be able to help. tices of racima.
Music is one of our most im~ encoursgemet t5 Meck apeiact aclen i) jishes to extend its
't t ays o f commu_ni ca ting ;:::: t;l:nzo::.::nds in our mmtual efforts to achieve racial e-
vortant w .
with each other. If you bels_
ieve that our music can help Yours sincerely,
tear down the barriers, and O A song L ™
cut through the lies and bull- Louis Peldhammer,

shit, get in touch with RAR,
R RDA 8 QN COMMITTEE AGAINST RACISM l
RACA

R 947 QUEEN STREET EAST,

TORONTO M4M-1J9

1ao 27,131

R s ey plnsd: & i Bt

b il akiny Sheffin Joile.
Bk gt o ﬁﬂw#

s i AR e S M N R L W A

B Jobldupi

RacAR
RIVERDALE ACTION COMMITTEE AGAINST RACISM




One of the first and foremost Rock Against Racism bands in England

is Steel Pulse., I had been looking forward to'this concert ever since
it was announced. Steel Pulse is one of the best Reggae bands from
England and this was further proven on the night of Friday May Eighth at
the Concert -Hall, The band provided exuberant, energetic dance music

" and the wildly appreciativ~ audience brought them back for two encores.
The show concluded at 1:30 a.m. and, about an hour later, I was granted
a backstage interview with Steve, the drummer. He asked me if I smoked
herb., 1 repliéd, "Yes." . He then asked me if I had any. "That's what
I was going to ask youl" I answered. After a mutual chuckle we sat
down on a couch: '

" JAMES?: The firet Steel Pulse song J: Your band's really alive on

I ever heard was 'Uah Pickney stage. I couldn’t stop dancin
RAR™ and that becanme a real even after vou left the stage.
- favourite of mine. I was (Steve laughs again) So how
sort of disappointed that did you guys become affiliagted
you didn't play it tonight with RAR in England? o o
but I guess you made up S: When we first started out a lo

for it with "Ku Klux Klan" of punks wsed to follow the ba

STEVE: We usuglly do Ku Klux Klan and a lot of punks were asso-
and sometimes we do both, ‘ciated with Rock against Racis

s S e o s M A 80 the organizers got on to us
cial theme smong for us at RAR Jd: .e.ethrough word of mouthe..
here., (Steve laughs) So, how S eeoyeahes.
long has the band been together? o b e Iy -

S: The band's been together about ’ tﬁiﬁ gguwggg Qéﬂlgﬁafiﬁz tﬁgﬁ'

six years and I joined about bill?
four years ago. :
- Conk. p- 6o



'We were sharing the bill with

other nunk bands like the Sex
pistols and the Clash.

What's your opinion of the
resurgence of the ska materid
and the Two-Tone bands? How
do you feel about them?

Wall it°*d.0K for-them because
they're making a living out
of it and if someone’s making

living, I'm not the one to stono.

them, A lot of peovle say it®
Reggee but it's not Reggae.

It's got a completely different}

feel to it. It's a fusion of
the fast tempo of Punk and the
sTower tempo of Ska. A 1qt of

. St

o

Occasionally, but in the past
couple years we haven't been
in England that much. We've
done some in Europe but not -
a lot in England. It‘s not
as big in England as it used
to be. When it started, it
wasn't a profit-making ven=
ture. In the beginning it
was Rock Against. Racism. No
one was there to make money.
The only money we made was -
for exvenses, but sometimes 5
we'd do it Jjust for ten pnounds
because we were rocking again-

*

&6 TuE R1OTS IN BRIXTON ... THE WAY I CAN

IMAGINE IT, IT ISN'T BETWFEN PEOPLE, IT'S
BETWEEN PEOPLE AND THE ESTABLISHMENT.

w X

Js

bands have fused it togeth-

er. -

Bands like Madness and the
Specials do do that but there
is one baend that strays from
that. I'm talking about the
Beat., It seems that they're
a lot different than the 2-
Tone bands. They seem to be
taking it in a new direction.

The Beat is like a mixture of
the more laid back English
Pop...poppy songs and the Reg-
gae, 80 it's a different fue~
ion of two different form of
musics altogether. .

Are you on any terms with
those musicians? Do you know
any of them?

We know all of them.

Have you ever jammed with
them? ]

it that way.

© bi
t
you

gt raciem. A lot of bands did
But a lot of.
bands--because it got so big--
they wanted to charge -exorbi-
tant prices. Of course they
couldn'®t afford it; cause a
lot of peonle never used to
pay to come in--y'know what
they used to charge to come
in was minimum. When you get
a big vlace and you've got a
P.A. and lights and get
stage built, the money
‘re gonna charge and the
money you're gonna pay the band
just sbout covered us. But f
alot of the bands, they made l
a name out of it. They start-— !
ed to charge the people alot |
of money and of course they :
couldn’t keep it up ‘cause what
they were doinge...It wasn't
working out that way.

‘Do you feel that groups such

ag the Anti-Nazi Leauge and

Oh yeah, with the guitarist
from the Specials, the drummer
from the Selecter. We alT
come from the same area.

In regards to Rock Against
Racism in England, are youw
atill gigeging for them?

RAR have helped to calm down i
. racisl tensions in England? 3
. The reason I'm asking is because!
of the recent Brixton riots. ‘
' How do you view this? : '
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men vona cav work it denends

on whrt work. A lot of it was
just like concerts to bhring
weonle torather. And meonle,

in =cheral, thev're tovether
now. sut once they wtan throus
thai door, Hhev're not. Thev'r
there, thev eijor the concert,
thev're suaking hands, then
thev go their own wave, I'm
coin= bick to Brixbon..sthis
nsats ~oing back to Uoho or
~herever he concg from,..lhe
rinots ina Srixton...t don't know|
alot sbout it becausse I wasn'l
there a2t the timne...:1t the wavr|
I can inerine i, it ien't be-

tween meonle, it's bebween neo-}§

nle and the establishment,
S0 it rea'lw wman't a racial

couflict? !

It was black aguvs and woite
mave seaingt the cstablish-
rent, It waen't inst black
suve. If von see it on the
box (TV) yon see alot of black
mMves ‘caunge thh csaerag are
nointine dirretly ot the blacx
crowd. 4t the carnival in Not-
ting Tille.o.blacks, whites,
Trish, 7VERYBODY soes to the .
cornival. ind when thev're
fizhtine, thev're not fightins
among Lhemselves, they're
fizghtine the nolice. And
that's what it ¥s about. hen
rvou see it on the news, all
voun c¢an gee is one race of
neonle-=they're gennrated...
they nevar show Lhen tosether,
I5%a not like that. I mhoned
Enzland the other dav, and
it's Hlack ond /hite, not

just lpeke Tice thevw were
chowins over here. A 1ot of
neonle are more togsether now
than thevy wag likte vears aso0.
Cause evorvbody's beginoins

to recalize that we neqd each
other. If voutve 2ot a fac-
tory, von need me Lo wori in
that faoctory. If I don't cone
to work in that factorvy; vou're
not geing to aake ony money.
And voun have to may me good.
money to do it cause I have

:_};

to0 survive. Survival 1< the
word nowadavs. I got my wo-
man and my voung one to feed,
s0 you have to nay me. You
need me znd I need vou., &
1o of neonle realize that we
nead one another, ‘e'rs dif-
ferent colours, yes, but we
st1i11 need each other,

J: Some neowle, Tlack and Jhite,
feel that bands such as Steel
Pulse, Aswad and Matuabi etc.
are not real roots Regese
banda because theyv don' s come
from Jsmaica.

S: Vell wvou have to understand

that. I don’t cast all mus-
ic as Jameican Regeae because
we can relate to Jahmnmen buth
we cant't »lav like themnm be-
cause it's 2 differcnt back-
sround, a different environ-
ment...everything. Ve can't
sing aboul troubles in Jamaica
because we waen't there when
the troubles wags takings »lace.
e can sins about it eover
here bhecause we'tre nere. #He
know what s zoinsgs on in Bns-
land, we kxnow what's sgoins on
. in Burove and =uch nlaces, we

know what's going on in the
United States because welve
been there, But we don't
live in Jamaica,.

Js Have you ever been to Jamaiea?
[

Ss Not wet, hut we're nlanning
to zo there.
Je: Whattes the reaction been like

to Steecl Pulse on vour tour
throuch this conbinent?t

w, o pa l24¢¢ ;

L ION-ZION
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Reggae in Teronto has come 2 iong way from the mid
70°s when the Ishan People were the one and only local
Reggae band. Somehow or other our long winters and teo
brief summers didn®t deter.the welcome wave of Carribean
immigrants. As the West Indian community grew in Toronto,
Reggae stores began to blossom around town like so many
exotic tropical flowers nourishing the growing demand
for the latest "riddims®. By the late 70°g Reggae's
appeal had begun, in a small way, to spread through the
mainstream, through the works of the great and late
Bob Marley, Toots and the Maytals, Peter Tosh and the
Heptones.

Leroy Sibbles of Heptones fame, singer Stranger Cole
and the keyboard genius Jackie Mittoo are just a few
examples of the Jamaican talent of nmote who have chosen
to settle in Toronto. At the moment there are six
Reggae bands who are vased in the Torontoc area. :
Most of the bands have found it financially necessary to
spend at least two months of the year touring, largely in
Quebec, where the clubs and crowds seem to appreciate
Reggae more wholeheartedly than they de here. The six
bands includes Leroy Sibbles and Ital Groove; Truths and
Rightss One Loves Bloodfires 20th Century Rebels; and
Joshua. The disappearing act bands (mow they°re here
then whoops they disappear) are Chalawsa, 91ick 'and the
Crucials and....whoops!l..gone again. :

Truths and Rights, winners of Q107°s 1980 Hamegrown
contest have been playing their unique blend of Skd, Soca
and Reggae music in Toronte for the past three years.
They came together as a band at Immican, an independently
formed community youth group. Their dedication to the
struggle for racial equality and soclal awareness along

with their religlous convictions as Rastafarians, has
" ghaped their outspoken musical an' performing style.



Leroy Sibbles, sometimes known as the D.J. Papa
Melody, probably rates as the most professional single
artist on the Reggae scene. Hisg sweet vocals and talene
ted songwriting ability won him the 1979 Canadian
Black Music Award for Top Male Artist, Leroy's self
produced adbum, “Now", on the Micron label is being
distributed by Boots Records. 1Ital Groove, why back
Leroy, are also an excellent band in their own right.
R.Z. Jackson's percussion Playing is definitely not in
the same category as Ralph McDonald®'s but his vocals
with Ital Groove are powerful, sounding sometimes
like a nasal version of Bob Marley.

One Love, with their Jazz, Funk and Soul influenced
sound, offer a new refreshing repertoire of original
Reggae material to Toronto's growing circle of Reggae
fans. One Love's lead guitarist, Tony Campbell has, at
one time or another, bPlayed his wailing yet soul ful
guitar riffs witn just about every Reggae band in To-
ronto from Ishan People to Ital Groove, But it is only
now, with One Love, that Tony's talent as a songwriter of
enormous potential is becoming apparent. At the moment .
those voracious Reggae fans in Quebec are skanking away
to the One Love sound, but with plans to record their
first LP in Toronto, One Love will be back in town be-
fore it gets to be “"Hotter than July".

20th Century Rebels, with ten members including
their sound engineer, are Toromto's largest Reggae
band. Their delightfully rambunctious horn section,
consisting of trombone, trumpet ang tenor sax, compli=
mented by the band's Spunky stage energy makes it
difficult to sit still while listening to the Rebels.

Cont. p. 10...

IR

Photos 1I, Harry

UTH AND RIGHTS

L to Rs Vance,
lead guitar;
Mohjah, rhythm
guitar, lead vo-
cals; Ovid, lead
vocals; :
Abnadengel, drums;;
Qwammie,_percus-
sion; Chico, bassg
Natta, keyboards.
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With band members from Canada, the U.K. and Jamaiea,
their musical influences include Blues, Jazz and Rock
as well as Ska and Reggae. . Their recent performance at
the RAR "Goodnight Irene® show brought everyone, inclu-
ding the bouncers, to do just exactly what their name
impliess bounce. :

Bloodfire, once known as Roots Revival Ernie Smith's
back=up band, have been busy playing on their own in
Toronto and Quebec ever since Ernie, a disappearing act
dread (then he was dread, now he’s baldhead) returned to
Jamaica. Joshua, the present incarnation of the defunct
Davep band, plays some very rootsy style original tunes.
At this point in the article you should be wondering why,
with some of the finest musicians in North America,
Toronto isn®t absolutely bustling with Reggae fever.
Well, I've been wondering too.

Due largely to lack of exposure the *But=it=alle:.
sounds-the-gsame-to-me® syndrome remains the largest
obstacle to Reggae’s acceptance on a wider scale.
Bottle-fed on Rock °n Roll and weaned on Disco, Western
audiences adapted easily emough to the Brifish New Wavers
and their unabashed imitation of Jamaica®s driving Ska
rhythm from the early 60°s, Reggae however, with its
slow moving rhythms and dub, with its suspended sub-
terranean sound, has had many confused listeners and dan-
cers tapping their feet and swinging their arms to an
elusive beat that turns up where thay least expeet it.

I'm not talking about *Natural Rhythm® or the supposed
lack of it. (Whites having ummatural rhythm makes about
as much sense as blacks having natural rhythm) What I'm
getting at is a relazed state of open-mindedness.

- _As D.J. Hedley Jones explains in Isobel Harry‘’s .
excellent article "Reggae Imma Canada® (Canadian Compo-
ger - June 1980) *....you have to get your anxiety leve
down to just listen. Then you can start dealing with
words. The words can be hard to decipher, but you have
to realize that this is Patois....English Canadians are
just. beginning to deal with French Canadians here, let
alone Carribean Pateis!® :

And that brings us ta the next major obstacle
that has held Reggae in an Yunderground" position - the
words. Born on a lush green island and raised in the
slums of oppression, Reggae music speaks of cultural
pride , spiritusl knowledge, revolution, "poIitFicks”,
love, violence and redemption. The lyrical message
contained in Reggae is usually a far cry from the
content of commercial Rock, Pop and other A.M. material
including Disco and Funk. As Peter Tosh puts it *The
Devil and his bloodclot Disco. Disco telling people to
.. %"Get down, get down" all the time, but I man say to

- Black People "Get up, stand up for your rightsi® ;



//

Aside from the occagional Beb Marley song that
sneaks on to the airwaves, Reggae music in Torento is -
rarely heard on the radio. However there are specific
time slots for Reggae shows such as Hedley Jones®
Reggae hour (now swithched frem CFNY to Qi0?7) which
bezins at midnight on Sunday. CHIN plays a mixture
of different West Indian music every night for a few
hours, and once in a very blue moon, CITY TV's "New
Musié® show feaderes a Reggae concert or inerview.
Reviews and listings of concerts can usually be found
in the Black community papers, ®Contrast® or "§hare”.
There is also a momthly magazine called *Cheer” which
.deals. specifically with Reggae, Funk and Black music
in Toronto. : -

There are quite a.-few West Indian clubs in Toronto
.along with a number of non-West Indian bars that feature
Reggae performances. The Horgseshoe Tavern on Queen
Street at Spadina has a regular Thursday night Reggae
gpot and every mow and then a weekend special. The two
Garys from the Edge at Church and Gerrard have presented
Reggae shows at their club as well as concerts at differ-
ent music halls. Hotel California, Larry’s Hideaway and
the Hotel Isabella have hosted Reggae performances

in the past and as the summer warms up, there are sure to
be many more shows in the near future.

KRR

Recently Pourth World Productions has opened up a
new and ideal location for Reggae events in the former
home of Club Trinidad at 167 Church Street. The Bob Mare
ley Tribute held at Fourth World on May 17th brought over
1200 people together to show respect for the man who
spread Reggae®’s musical message across the entire
globe. Upcoming shows at Fourth World imeiude Truths
and Rights with the master African drummer from Ghana,-
Abraham Kobina Adzingha, on June 5th and 6th. that same
weekend, the Horseshe is presenting Lee ®*Scratch® Perry
and the Terrorists. Scratch is the most formidable and
entertaining of Jamaica®s technological musicians some-
-times known as sound engineers.

When you can't afford the trip to Jamaica
you can do the next best thing and visit a local _
Reggae store. Kensington Market provides the perfedt
setting for Stranger Cole®s and Ranny Bop®s Reggae stores.
The Reggae rhythms flow on. to the street mixing with the
chickens squawking and horns honking and delicious
whiffas of hot coconut buns drifting out from the Kensing-
ton Pattie Palace. Toronto®s friendly Frenchtown at
Oakwood and Eglinton houses a few more Reggae stores as
does the St. Clair and Vaughan Rd., area., With its roots
‘penetrating right through Toronto®s concrete and
branches reaching as far as Quehec and Northern Ontario,
"1t looks like reggae is here for good, growing stronger :
everyday. ‘ '

* W



Moy, Sl Puber....!

Excellent!?

How does tonight compare %0 '
the others? '

AlI the concerts have been -
good.

A lot of Whites =mre turning
on to Reggae now but there
are still many
ites who are still afraid to
. communicate with each other.

We at RAR are trying to bring
Unfor-
we can't seem to ins
Toronto Reggae ba~-

these people together.
tunately,
terest the i
nde in our orgenization and
in our cause.

Well, to a lot of bands, RAR
is a new thing.
neard about the RAR work in
England. To them it *s like

a White man coming in to tell

me to rock ageinst him. You.
have to explain to them what
it*s about. No Black man's

going to get upon anything if
he don't know what it®s abo“t'Gayap Rhythm Drummers.

He wants to know that some-
thing good is going to come

out of it for him and his pe-
If he believes in peo-
nle then gomething good's go=

oples,

“ing to come out of it.
Do you have any words to say

to the local Reggae bands hergr

Just keep playing Jah musice.
Play it hard and dear. (He

turns to his brother sitting
" beside him).
Rastal

STEVE'S BROTHER: True I-Rah!

Blacks and Wh-

They haven't

Give him a word

{kFive hundred people got o~
gether in Greenwood Park on May 31
to oppose the KKK. The Community
Pestival Against the Klan was or- 3
ganized by the Riverdale Action
Committee Against Racism. People
marched past the Klan headguarters )
on Dundas St. E. then returned fo
Greenwood Park to listen to speakers
from the community and hear No Frills
and the Cayap Rhythm Drummers.

{?Ever want to own a country?
Seems like the KKK got the ided., So
they floated $10,000 from the Mob and
headed for Dominica. They didn*t make
it, Ten of them were busted in New
6rleans, and another in Dominica.
With eny luck, we may not see them
for & while. Now if only the covs
could see fit to checking out Alex
MacQuirter, head of the KKK, and
ringleader of the invasions.e.

Y¢0n Feb. 6, the cops busted the
Fifty cons
broke into their rehearsal space,
pushed them around, and hauled them
doen to the station. No charges

were laid. They were released sever-—
al hours later, but were given no e€x—
nlanation or apology for the treat-
ment they received. :

Y7on May 18, Maureen and Dan

were sticking up posters for the RAR
gig at the Headspace. They go¥t bust~
ed. ‘When they appegred in court on
June 1, they were accompanied by Pat
Sheppard, aldermen from Ward 9.

‘|After hearing what RAR was about, the

judge let them off, telling them %o’

{ON. MANAQGENENT AHD ENTERT.

ILIATION WITH ONE LOVE BANO
ORONTO, MIE 163, Tel §14.1

Jook both weys when they poster for,
future gigse.

-

i}Got some news? Racists screwing
1o your nelghbourhood? Peonle doing
omething about it? Iet us know.

ve 911 let other people hear about it

n future issues of Rebel Music.
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